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ABSTRACT 
In this study, two questions were posed for examination. The 
first problem measured the significance in the gain scores of compre-
hension and vocabulary presented in a television program to students 
viewing a telecast with a guided purpose and to students viewing a 
telecast unguided. Students who watched the guided program yielded 
growth in both areas of comprehension and vocabulary. However, 
satisfactory academic growth was observed also in unguided television 
viewing. 
Secondly, differences were measured in posttest scores of 
comprehension and.vocabulary presented in a television program between 
students viewing a telecast with a guided purpose and students viewi_ng 
the telecast unguided. 
No significant difference was found between the posttest scores 
of the two groups. 
V 
a-IAPTER I 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Purpose 
Research indicates that television has a positive effect on 
motivation, skill development, retention and attitudes toward learning 
(Yates, 1974; Ayers, 1973; and Rigge, 1972). Educators are accepting 
and using television as a learning tool because of its influence on 
the language skills. For example, Witty (1965) cites evidence in his 
study that television viewing improves and extends a child's vocabulary. 
However, the question arises is guided television viewing more effective 
than unguided viewing? This writer proposes to investigate the 
question of viewing television with a guided purpose and examining the 
effect that guided viewing has on comprehension and vocabulary through 
a study designed specifically for this purpose. 
Need for the Study 
John Dewey's philosophy advocated functionalism. He emphasized 
the importance of a child's interest and motivation in the leaTning 
process (Hilgard and Bower, 1975). In a 1966 study, most children were 
fo1md to spend over twenty hours a week viewing television (Burns, 1966). 
Another study in 1974 showed girls viewing time to average twenty-eight 
hours and boys viewing time to average thirty hours per week (Starkey 
and Swinford, 1974). In eight years, these studies reveal an increase of 
approximately fifty percent more hours spent watching television . 
. 
: i: 
2 
The majority .of the research studies on the influence of 
television viewing concentrate on the relationship of television to 
improving reading skills. In Atkin and Gantz's study (1974) of 
children's response to broadcast news, verbalization increased among 
peers and with parents (Atkin and Gantz, 1974). Several other studies 
examined the effects of the program, "Sesame Street." Progress was 
evidenced in children's basic skills as well as in higher areas of 
cognitive activity by those regularly viewing this broadcast (Ball and 
Bogatz., 1972; Rigge, 1972). In Glendale, Arizona, students were 
involved in a weekly improvement course in reading. In its evaluation, 
participants showed a definite improvement in reading (Werneken, 1971). 
The Appalachia pre-school study showed similar results. Techniques used 
encouraged active participation during viewing time for repetition of 
letter sounds and learning cognitive skills (Division of Research and 
Evaluation, 1970). 
The literature further reveals that regardless of socioeconomic 
differences, there is no significant difference in what children learn 
from television viewing. In 1961, statistics showed eighty-eight 
percent of the population to have at least one television set in their 
homes (Postman, 1961). Recently, Albert Shanker, president of the 
American Federation of Teachers, cited evidence that now ninety-eight 
percent of America's homes have a television set even if they are often 
too poor to afford plumbing facilities (American Federation of Teachers, 
1976). In an interest survey taken of seventh grade students, reading 
selections based on television characters were chosen favorites regard-
less of socioeconomic background (Hamilton, 1972). Oklahoma seventh 
graders were also s~rveyed, and it was found that reading and viewing 
interests were not related to socioeconomic status (Penny, 1973). 
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There is a definite need for those concerned with education to 
examine the effect of television on reading. Perhaps in this way, 
another method of teaching and supplementing reading instruction can be 
used successfully. 
Questions of the Study . 
1. Is there a significant difference in posttest scores of 
comprehension and vocabulary presented in a television program between 
students viewing a telecast with a guided purpose and students viewing 
the telecast unguided? 
2. Is there a significant difference in pretest to posttest 
gain scores of comprehension and vocabulary for students viewing a 
telecast with a guided purpose and for students viewing the telecast 
unguided? 
Definition of Terms 
Several definition of terms are necessary for this study. They 
are: reading., television., educational television., guided viewing, 
unguided viewing, comprehension and using television in the class.room. 
Reading is the meaningful interpretation of letters and symbols 
on the printed and written page (Harris, 1962). 
Television is defined as one of the instruments of communication 
conveying identical mes.sages to large numbers of persons who are often 
physically separated (Burns and Lowe., 1966). For the purpose of this 
paper, educational television will be defined as instructional programs 
viewed on those channels designated as such. 
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Guided television viewing is defined by this writer as written 
instructions to be followed during the course of the broadcast. 
Conversely, unguided television viewing is defined as not having any 
written instructions to be followed during the course of the broadcast. 
Comprehension is the literal understanding of a television program 
presented to fifth grade students and the critical interpretation of it 
(Anderson, 1966). This will be measured by written responses to 
questions designed for the purpose of measuring the d_egree of under-
standing. 
The last term to be defined is using television in the classroom. 
This section will include possible ways that teachers at any grade level 
can implement the television medium as a part of their curriculum or in 
some cases, use the television medium as the entire curriculum. 
Limitations 
There are certain limitations that need to be recognized in the 
design of the study. Vocabulary and comprehension will be the only 
variables analyzed for the purpose of this study. It will survey only 
one population of fifth grade students in a single school district. 
Because of the availability of this population to this writer on such a 
limited basis, the study will be evaluated on a single exposure to a 
selected program on educational television. 
In addition, this study is limited because the experimental group 
has specific purposes set for viewing the telecast, and it will not test 
if these specific purposes interfere with the learning of the other 
material presented. 
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Summary 
Research has shown a need to investigate the effect of television 
on learning. To examine the effect of television, a study will be made 
of a fifth grade using a program selected on an education television 
station to analyze vocabulary and comprehension ,skills. 
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